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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: PANAM MOVE TO CDG AIRPORT 
REF: PARIS 4468 

1. CLAUDE-LAFONTAINE INFORMS US THAT CABOUAT SIGNED ON 
AFTERNOON OF FEB. 22 LETTER FROM FOREIGN MINISTRY ALONG 
LINES PARA 3 REFTEL, LETTER IS ADDRESSED TO SGAC AND. 
ACCORDING CLAUDE-LAFONTAINE, COPIES ARE BEING "WIDELY 
DISTRIBUTED" TO ALL OTHER INTERESTED GOF SERVICES. LETTER 
NOTES THAT VERY FEW OF "CONNECTING" FLIGHTS OFFERED AT 
CDG ACTUALLY CONNECT WITH PANAM FLIGHTS; SGAC ASSURANCE 
TO PANAM OF LAST AUGUST THAT AT LEAST THREE DAILY FLIGHTS 
WOULD BE PROVIDED TO KEY PROVINCIAL CITIES UPON OPENING 
OF CDG IS NOT BEING RESPECTED; AND, HENCE, GOF UNDERTAKING 
SUBSCRIBED TO IN US-FRANCE MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 
IS NOT BEING HONORED. AS RESULT, PANAM UNWILLING 

MOVE TO CDG PRIOR MARCH 31. PROMPT ACTION IS URGED 
TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH GOF UNDERTAKING. 

2. WE HAD EARLIER SUPPLIED CLAUDE-LAFONTAINE AT HER 
REQUEST WITH TABULAR PRESENTATION DOCUMENTING POOR 
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"IMPROVED" OFFERING. MOREOVER, THIS ENABLED US POINT 
UP COMPLETE CONFUSION WHICH EXISTS AT FRENCH END 
SINCE THERE ARE SERIOUS DISCREPANCIES IN SCHEDULES 
FOR CONNECTING FLIGHTS AS COMMUNICATED TO PANAM BY 
PARIS AIRPORT AUTHORITY ON THE ONE HAND AND BY AIR 
FRANCE/AIR INTER ON THE OTHER HAND AND ALSO AS DESCRIBED 
TO CLAUDE-LAFONTAINE DIRECTLY BY AIR FRANCE AND 
AIR INTER. (FOR EXAMPLE, DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL TIMES 
VARY AS DO NUMBER OF FREQUENCIES AND DAYS OF OPRERATION.) 

3. RAUSCHENPLAT OF PANAM INFORMED US OF RECEIPT BY 
MESSENGER ALSO ON AFTERNOON FEB. 22 OF LETTER OF SAME 
DATE FROM GRIMAUD, HEAD OF SGAC, TAKING PANAM TO TASK 
FOR COMPLAINING OF INADEQUACY OF ADMITTEDLY IMPERFECT 
CONNECTING SERVICES AND INDICATING THAT GRIMAUD 
"COUNTS FIRMLY" ON PANAM OPERATING FROM CDG AS OF 
MARCH 13. TEXT OF GRIMAUD LETTER FOLLOWS SEPTEL.IRWIN 
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